lecture I told you that a cause always existed, and that we could not discover it did not prove its absence, but merely our ignorance; yet such ignorance is often excusable, since this cause may be beyond present human knowledge. I have examined this man thoroughly, and have failed to find any special recognizable factor. His upper and lower denture are perfect, and after the most rigid scrutiny I am unable to find any of the nine or ten favoring conditions of neuro-odontalgia, which I then mentioned. There is no tenderness or even peculiarity of sensation afforded by any of the teeth; therefore, although these organs are so very frequently connected with this difficulty, yet in the present instance such does not appear to be the case, neither can he be suffering from the form of neuralgia resulting from the pressure upon the nerves of the alveolar process in edentulous persons from contraction and absorption, for he has all his teeth. We must, therefore, continue our Of course this delay was extremely discouraging to the patient, but at the end of two weeks the attacks slowly diminished in frequency and force, until the twinges were scarcely perceptible, and at the present time, seven weeks from the performance of the operation, he writes that he is "entirely free from all pain, and can use his jaws as well as ever, without exciting any discomfort."
In regard, gentlemen, to the real and permanent benefit to be derived from this serious operation I can only refer you to the literature upon the subject, and from this I feel assured that it is well worth a trial in these persistent cases, since many recoveries have undoubtedly occurred. This inferior dental nerve is the one most easily reached, but the superior maxillary has also been -several times the seat of a similar operation. 
